
With financial support from the Graduate Student Assembly, I was able to attend the 

Association for Student Conduct Administration’s Annual Conference in St. Pete’s 

Beach, Florida. This conference is the premiere professional gathering and training 

experience for student affairs practitioners working in the field of college student 

conduct (discipline). My primary purpose for attending was to present my Master’s 

thesis research from Wright State University on the college admission process for 

students with felony convictions. My presentation was very successful, attended by 

about fifty people, and from it, I made several important professional connections.  

 

The conference also had programs and resources available for graduate students. 

Most important was the career connections room, which was a designated space for 

employers with open positions in student conduct to post job descriptions for graduate 

students and new professionals. It was through the career connections room that I met 

the person who would later become my boss. The networking I did with him in a few 

minutes and later throughout the conference was what got my “foot in the door” and 

is later what got me a phone interview. In June 2012, two weeks after graduating 

from Wright State University, I started my new career as the Coordinator, Code of 

Conduct at Moraine Valley Community College near Chicago, Illinois.  

 

I am very grateful to the Graduate Student Assembly, the Student Organization 

Budget Committee, and the Vice President of Student Affairs for providing funds to 

graduate students for travel. Without this funding, I may not have had the opportunity 

to share my research with a national audience and to network successfully with a 

future employer.  
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In April 2012, I received a Graduate Student Assembly Grant to attend the Global 

Health and Innovation Conference in New Haven, CT.  This conference is an annual 

event held by the 501(c)(3) non-profit organization Unite for Sight.  The event brings 

together national and international leaders who have worked to improve the health 

of all people of the world.  In addition, it gives students the opportunity to learn 

more about global health, network with key leaders, and present original work.  As 

stated on their website, “The Global Health and Innovation Conference is the world’s 

leading global health conference and social entrepreneurship conference, with 2,200 

professionals and students from all 50 states and from more than 55 countries” 

(http://www.uniteforsight.org/conference/).   

                   

My primary purpose in attending this conference was to present original research I 

had conducted during an independent study in the Master of Public Health Program 

at Wright State University.  I had been conducting research for about a year on the 

following topic: Pertussis infections, immunization practices and barriers to vaccination 

in Bolivia, Brazil and Mexico from 1980 to 2009.  I presented my findings via poster 

presentation and received helpful feedback from conference participants about the 

research.  While most of their comments were positive, encouraging me to complete 

the research and submit for publication, a few participants challenged my 

methodology and analysis.  I found their critical comments very helpful, as they 

opened my mind to other ways of asking this research question and other ways of 

searching for the answer.  While research aims to find the truth, there is always more 

than one way to search for that truth.   

 

http://www.uniteforsight.org/conference/
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At the conference, I had the opportunity to listen and learn from the key experts in 

global health including Jeffrey Sachs and Sonia Ehrlich Sachs.  We also heard from 

Seth Goldman, President and TeaEO of Honest Tea, and Sasha Dichter, the CIO of 

the Acumen Fund.  I attended a very interesting lecture from a professor at McMaster 

University, who discussed the negative consequences of medical brigades.  One of 

the most interesting aspects of this conference was that medical and public health 

professionals felt comfortable and empowered to challenge the current norms 

surrounding global health.  Similarly, I felt challenged in my own research, as well as 

in my mental paradigms concerning international medicine.  I would definitely 

recommend the conference to WSU students in the future, both as an opportunity to 

learn more about global health as well as to present original research.  I am grateful 

for the support of the Graduate Student Assembly in supporting me financially 

during this learning experience.   
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With grant support from the Graduate Student Assembly I was able to travel to Salt 

Lake City, UT 19-24 February to attend the 2012 Ocean Sciences Meeting. The 

grant money was used to purchase my airfare ticket. Ocean Sciences is an 

international meeting co-sponsored by The Oceanography Society (TOS), American 

Geophysical Union (AGU) and the Association for the Sciences of Limnology and 

Oceanography (ASLO).  My PhD dissertation research focuses on mercury in the 

ocean and attending the conference was beneficial for me to expand my 

understanding of marine chemistry and learn more about current research in the US 

and around the globe. I attended various different sessions and plenary lectures both 

related to and outside the focus of my research. I also attended early career and 

scientific communication workshops offered during the week.  

 

During the conference I gave an oral presentation titled, “US GEOTRACES: 

Distribution of mercury species across a zonal section of the North Atlantic.” The 

presentation displayed part of my dissertation work from a recently completed 

oceanographic research cruise. I presented in a session focusing on trace elements 

and isotopes in the Atlantic and Polar Oceans and was able to share my work with 

scientists doing similar research. I received an Outstanding Student Presentation 

Award for my work, determined by hidden judges in the audience during my talk. 

Overall the conference was a wonderful experience - I learned new information, 

gained new insights and developed professional skills for interacting and 

communicating with the scientific community.  
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Held on 18-19 June 2012 at the University of Glasgow, Scotland, the ISA-IPSA-APSA 

Human Rights Conference was attended by scholars from six continents from various 

academic disciplines. Entitled “Protecting Human Rights: Duties and Responsibilities of 

States and Non-State Actors,” the conference participants wrote on various subjects, 

ranging from humanitarian intervention in Libya to women’s economic empowerment 

in the Middle East to GLBTQ rights in developing and developed states, to name a 

few examples. Needless to say, the financial support from the Graduate Student 

Assembly was essential for my attendance due to the typical experience of graduate 

students: intellectually rich yet fiscally poor conditions. How exactly, you ask, did the 

GSA graduate professionalization grant enrich my academic experience?  

 

First, it provided for more than a third of the money required to purchase a plane 

ticket to Glasgow, Scotland, UK. As with most universities, newer graduate programs 

often lack the financial capacity to fund all of their students through assistantships, so 

providing travel grants is almost impossible. My presence at the conference would not 

have been possible without the professionalization grant—it is truly a testament of 

the utility of an organization such as the GSA to supplement funding gaps during 

periods in which a global recession has reduced the coffers of institutions, divisions, 

departments, and academic programs of higher learning.  

 

Second, the grant enabled me to gain invaluable contacts in the academic community, 

particularly among scholars of humanitarian intervention (which is, in part, my 

research agenda during my Ph.D. studies at West Virginia University). One contact I 

made has been generous enough to provide feedback on a manuscript stemming 

from my thesis work (which I presented at the conference). Such networking 

opportunities are essential for scholars to produce solid research that advances 

scholarly knowledge on any topic—good books or papers are never an individual 

enterprise, so the grant enabled me to make these contacts among a small yet global 

community of scholars.  
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Third, the funding provided by GSA helped me to promote my research interests and 

agenda, something important as one develops into an independent scholar. My 

paper, “When Boys Will Not Be Boys: Variations of Sexual Violence by Armed 

Opposition Grounds in Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka, and Nepal,” was well received by my 

substantial audience (in conference terms, this is about thirty attendees) of 

undergraduates, graduates, faculty, and even a policy maker from the European 

Union. A scholar from the University of Glasgow happily gave me contacts for a 

European-based policy journal in which to publish my research findings—something 

I’ll be pursuing over the summer of 2013.  

 

Finally, I was able to make a vacation out of the experience (something much-

deserved after three years of full-time graduate work). While the conference lasted 

only two days, I stayed in Scotland for nearly ten. My treks included seeing the 

majority of downtown Glasgow with its museums, pubs, and eclectic night life along 

with a two-day trip to the Scottish Highlands where I hiked around Loch Ness and 

Glencoe and took a bus ride around and dined in Inverness, the de facto capital of 

the Highlands. While my knowledge of Scottish history is still lacking, I was able to 

experience another culture so different from my previous trips to Central America 

and mainland Europe. I made two friends, Michael and Ned, who I will unlikely meet 

again but will always remember because of our interesting conversations about 

American politics and U.S.-EU relations.  

 

Again, I thank the GSA for providing me the opportunity to advance my academic 

career and enjoy a different culture that would have been impossible without its 

generous financial backing.  

 

 


