
With the grant that I received from the Graduate Student Assembly, I was able to 

travel back to Ohio from my internship in Texas and present/participate in the 

leadership retreat that I plan for student leaders at Wright State University.  This 

year’s camp was focused around the text The Leadership Challenge by Kouzes and 

Posner.  Five main topics were presented; Challenge the Process, Model the Way, 

Inspiring a Shared Vision, Encourage the Heart, and Enabling Others to Act.   

 

On top of having Dr. Hopkins and other faculty and staff present on these topics, 

Camp Joy led several trust activities for us, and myself and another colleague did a 

final wrap-up/reflection of the weekend.  Students enjoyed a long weekend away 

from Dayton; staying in cabins and enjoying home-cooked meals for breakfast, lunch 

and dinner.  The Take Flight Leadership Retreat received nothing but positive 

feedbacks from its participants and really created a great bond amongst those 

individuals in attendance. 

 

For me personally, not only was I able to participate as well as present, but the 

retreat allowed me to create connections with the coming years leaders on campus.  

Since being back from the retreat, the organization that is comprised of student 

leaders who attended Take Flight has been of high interest to several students who 

wish to be on the executive board because they enjoyed the camp so much!  It is 

really great to have a personal connection with these students since I am the advisor 

of that organization and that I will not have to start from scratch with trying to get to 

know them from the beginning of the school year. 
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In 2012, the 10th International Skin Carcinogenesis Conference was hosted by The 

Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center. The conference serves as an 

important venue for bringing together scientists who specialize in the various areas of 

skin cancer research. It is attended by clinical investigators, basic science principle 

investigators, post docs, and graduate students, and provides an environment for 

people from all different levels of education to come together, present their work, 

and discuss their research.  

 

The GSA Professional Development Grant helped to cover my travel expenses 

allowing me the privilege of attending the conference along with my PI, Dr. Michael 

Markey. In addition to attending the conference itself I had the opportunity to present 

a poster describing our work; Genomic Profiling to Diagnose Melanoma. We are 

currently using the Affymetrix SNP 6.0 microarray platform to identify genetic 

markers for melanoma which could serve as possible diagnostic tools. Our method 

involves extracting genomic DNA from formalin fixed paraffin embedded (FFPE) 

tumor samples, processing the genomic DNA leading to its hybridization to the SNP 

6.0 microarrays. The arrays have probes for over 900,000 known single nucleotide 

polymorphisms (SNPs), and over 900,000 known copy number variants (CNVs). My 

work has focused on optimizing the protocol for maximum efficiency as well as 

analyzing the CNV data.  

 

The poster session went well and our work was well received. I was able to explain 

our research to several different investigators, who in turn asked useful questions 

helping me to view our work from a new perspective. This was a major advantage to 

attending the conference, because it helped me to step back and look at my work 

from other perspectives. The questions, and advice that were asked and given have 

been beneficial in giving us new approaches to how we analyze our data. On top of 

this we were able to hear several interesting speakers talk about their research.  
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Two talks were of particular interest to us; “Quantitative Histopathology to Accurately 

Predict the Natural History of Newly Resected Skin Squamous Cell Carcinomas” by 

David Alberts, MD, and “Advances in the Treatment of Melanoma” by Kari Kendra, 

MD, PhD. Dr. Alberts work focused on a new technology called karyometry which uses 

a combination of light microscopy and computer algorithms to analyze chromosomes 

directly within cells. While his talk focused on squamous cell carcinomas, I was able to 

speak with him during one of the breaks and he explained how they were using the 

technique for diagnosing melanoma as well. Dr. Kendra's talk gave a great overview 

of melanoma, as well as an explanation of the current and future therapeutics. In 

addition to the speakers, I was able to interact with another graduate student, from 

Amanda Toland's lab at OSU, during the poster session. This led to communication 

between Dr. Markey and Dr. Toland, and now we are planning on inviting Dr. Toland 

to come to WSU to speak at one of our BMB seminars in the fall.  

 

Attending the meeting has been beneficial in more ways than I originally imagined. I 

was not only able to present my own research, we were able to come away with new 

perspectives as well as contacts for future collaborations and invitees to WSU 

seminars. This opportunity was in part provided by the GSA Professional 

Development Grant for which I am very grateful. The grant has certainly given us 

more than we could have hoped for in furthering our own research.  
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Below are images from Kacey Greening’s Florida trip.  

I used my GSA grant to attend the national American Psychological Association 

Convention in Orlando, Florida. The GSA grant paid for my lodging and allowed me 

to present my dissertation research at the Convention. Being able to attend 

the Convention was a wonderful opportunity for professional development. I was able 

to network at the Convention, meet new people, and share my clinical findings with a 

community of professionals who were enthusiastic to see new student faces. My 

research poster won 2nd prize, and I am so grateful for the financial assistance 

provided by the GSA so I could receive this honor in person at the Convention. Thank 

you GSA for your hard work and generosity! 
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