
 

 

I attended the 20th Annual Meeting of the American Society of Business and 

Behavioral Sciences held in Harrah’s Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada this past February 

(2013).  Attendance was made possible with the help of the Graduate Student 

Assembly as they provided me with a generous and much appreciated grant which 

paid for my hotel room while at the conference.  The American Society of Business 

and Behavioral Sciences is an interdisciplinary professional organization. They hold a 

national conference every year to provide a place where professionals can exchange 

ideas in the Business and Behavioral Science disciplines. Presentations are semiformal 

as presenters are encouraged to have an open discussion during and after their 

presentation.     

 

My purpose for attending the conference was to present my proposal on Perceptions 

of Charismatic Leaders based on Physical Attractiveness: Do Looks Matter? Audience 

members were very intrigued and interested in my research as there was thought 

provoking discussion during and after my presentation.  Some even asked that I send 

them my results once completed. Audience members also suggested new ideas and 

ways to go about my research which helped me to look at my study in a different 

light.   

 

While at the conference, I attended various sessions and had the opportunity to listen 

and learn from other presenters.  The conference schedule included social events, such 

as breakfasts, luncheons, and banquets, to allow time for networking among 

colleagues.  I took advantage of the opportunity and was able to network with other 

professionals from all over the United States and also India.   

 

I would like to express my sincere gratitude and thanks to the Graduate Student 

Assembly for the monetary support they have provided me with. Without this funding, 

I would not have been able to take part in such a great professional experience. 
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Financial support from the GSA and Wright State University gave me the opportunity 

to attend the Fourth Annual Conference of the Consortium of Universities for Global 

Health in Washington, DC. This event was co-sponsored and hosted by the Consortium 

of Universities for Global Health, University of Pennsylvania, Johns Hopkins University, 

and Georgetown University.  The theme of the conference this year was “Innovation, 

Implementation, Impact.” This was my first time attending such a conference, and it 

truly lived up to and surpassed my expectations.  Over the course of the three days 

at the conference, I was able to hear from world-renowned experts in their fields, 

learn from other students and professionals, and make connections with potential 

research partners and collaborators. 

  

The conference began with a speech by Dr. Julio Frenk, the former Minister of Health 

of Mexico and current Dean of the Harvard School of Public Health. Influenced by his 

time in the Ministry of Health, Dr. Frenk stressed that innovation does not only include 

scientific and technological innovation, but also policy innovation, which he highlighted 

by discussing the astounding effects of the “Opportunidad” initiative in Mexico.  He 

also emphasized the importance of placing measures of impact within innovation and 

implementation in order to increase efficiency, cost effectiveness of such measures, 

and improve health outcomes. 

 

Another very influential speaker was Dr. Agnes Binagwaho, who is the current Minister 

of Health for Rwanda, a pediatrician, and a current PhD student.  Dr. Binaghwaho 

stressed the way Americans (and those from developed countries looking to ‘make an 

impact’) must implement global health changes. She explained how developed 

nations must partner with local organizations in the developing countries.  Developing 

countries know their country and theirs needs the best and that is something 

developed nations must understand and respect. 
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In her closing speech of the conference, Dr. Binagwaho also stressed the need to 

publish in open sources. One example she gave was a research study conducted in 

her own country upon which she herself had approved.  A few years later, she tried 

to look up the results of this study and discovered she had to pay $40 to read the 

reseach findings. This upset her greatly (and rightly so). Therefore, she stated “global 

health is not just about learning and teaching, but also about giving free knowledge.”   

  

During the late mornings and early afternoons, there were many breakout sessions, 

but unfortunately, we had to choose one room to attend per session from a long list of 

rooms (each with their own interesting themes, talks, and presenters).  I chose to 

attend a couple of sessions on human rights and global health, which brought to light 

the contradictory nature of how developed nations agree to a right to health and 

healthcare, but many times do not (or can not) follow through.   

 

I also found the poster session to be very informative and useful for making 

connections with a variety of people in the field.  The poster sessions were held 

during lunch for the first two days, and many of the poster presenters were stationed 

with their posters so they could discuss their research and findings. I was overwhelmed 

by the number of posters I saw relating to only a small number of countries around 

the world. I estimated 80% of the posters concerned sub Saharan African countries 

and a few Central and South American nations. I was surprised that most of the world 

was left out, especially Europe, the Middle East, and much of Asia (with the exception 

of India). This inspired me to stress the importance of the word GLOBAL in the field of 

global health.  For instance, while majority of Europe is not considered “developing,” 

we can still learn from European initiatives and policies that might lend a hand to 

further development in global health.   
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Also, at this conference, I came to realize much of the basic science research today 

does or will play a role in global health. The world has overcome many infectious 

diseases (except for the big 3: HIV, malaria, and tuberculosis), but chronic diseases 

are now taking over as people are living longer. Thus, those who are in the basic and 

clinical research fields of chronic diseases are also considered to be in the field of 

global health. As an aspiring basic science researcher, this was great news to me! 

  

Dr. Binagwaho concluded the conference with a quote from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, 

which rings especially true in the field of global health: “True compassion is more than 

flinging a coin to a beggar; it comes to see that an edifice which produces beggars 

needs restructuring.” 

  

Overall, this conference was very productive toward my development as a 

professional in the field of global health.  I learned a lot during the conference, and I 

look forward to sharing my new knowledge and continued passion for global health 

with others.  I hope to be able to attend this conference again next year! 



Behzad Ghanbarian-Alavijeh by his poster at the AGU Meeting. 

I participated in the AGU Fall Meeting held in San Francisco on December 2012. I presented 

a poster describing my research at Wright State University, which focuses on flow movement 

and contaminant transport in porous media. Presenting a poster at AGU was a great 

opportunity to interact with other researchers with different view points working on this 

specialized topic. In addition, the useful comments and discussion I received help shed light on 

some possibilities to interpret my research results. A manuscript on the outcome of the 

research presented at the AGU meeting has already been submitted into a peer-reviewed 

journal called Geoderma.  

 

From a financial view point, the grant awarded by GSA is really appreciated because 

graduate students have limited amount of money to participate in conferences each year. I 

already used a portion of the allotted funds for travel provided by the Environmental 

Science PhD program to take part in a conference in Cincinnati on October 2012. Thus, the 

award from GSA was really necessary to cover a portion of my travel expenses to San 

Francisco in December 2012. 
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At the 33rd Annual International Sea Turtle Symposium (ISTS) in Baltimore, MD, I 

presented a poster on my preliminary research titled, “Heavy Metal Analysis of 

Marine Leeches (Ozobranchus spp.) to Assess Exposure in Sea Turtles.” The event gave 

me the opportunity to discuss my research with sea turtle experts and professionals 

from a variety of fields. Many of these people were curious about my research and 

several offered feedback on what I have done so far.  My poster was also entered 

into the conference poster competition.  Although the judges felt my research wasn’t 

conservation-oriented enough, the constructive comments offered by the judging 

panel will help me in my future endeavors. 

 

Attending the ISTS also allowed me the opportunity to meet with current and 

(hopefully) future collaborators.  Our current collaborators were very excited about 

the direction of our research and offered to provide future samples so the research 

can be continued.  In addition, during one of my poster presentation sessions, I met 

someone who was interested in the research and even provided a business card. 

 

Although the  ISTS was geared significantly toward conservation and sea turtle 

biology, there were a few other chemists present, some of whom were even studying 

heavy metals in sea turtle tissues.  This provided an opportunity for me to compare 

research notes and gave me ideas on how to enhance my method development for 

more consistent and reliable data.   

 

Overall, attendance of this conference was a very positive experience. I met many 

people and heard talks on a variety of subjects. Thank you GSA for your support of 

Wright State University graduate students. Without support from the GSA 

Professional Development Grant, I would have had to cover expenses such as air 

transportation and the conference registration entirely out of my own pocket.   

  



Picture view of the host city 

Background on travel destination  

The international sea turtle symposium, hosted every year by the International Sea 

Turtle Society (ISTS), is the most prestigious and foremost event in sea turtle biology, 

research, and conservation with over 1000 participants in attendance from more than 

75 countries around the world, including some of the most respected and leading 

experts in the field. The annual symposium stimulates discussion, debate, and the sharing 

of information (i.e. research techniques, lessons in conservation, etc.) pertinent to the 

issues of sea turtle biology and conservation of marine turtle habitats. 

The Baltimore Marriott Waterfront Hotel 

serves as the meeting facility for the 33rd 

annual symposium, an historical event 

considering this is the first time a major sea 

turtle meeting returns to the National 

Capitol Region after more than 33 years. 
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Professional Development Experience 

As a leading author on a future publication, it was vital that I attend the 33rd Annual 

Symposium in order to disseminate my latest findings to the rest of the international 

sea turtle community.  
 

My poster presentation on genetic identification of sea turtle leeches received plenty 

of recognition and feedback, and I had the pleasure for the first time to interact and 

communicate with another research group also working with marine leeches.  
 

Tseng Cheng-Tsung, a graduate student from the National Taiwan Ocean University, 

works with live specimens collected from Eastern Pacific sea turtles. These leeches are 

poorly studied with little information available in the scientific literature, so it was 

very exciting and a wonderful  experience to learn from Tseng Cheng-Tsung about 

the leeches’ behavior, including their reproductive cycle. Hopefully, he will publish his 

findings in the near future so others interested in this field of study can have access to 

the same information. 

Tseng Cheng-Tsung (left) and Triet Truong (right) by their posters. 
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Professional Development Experience 

This symposium offered the only opportunity to personally meet with present collaborators 

around the world and to establish further contacts across the globe, which is essential to the 

advancement of our study.  

Dr. Audrey E. McGowin (right of Ryan Butts). 

Past and present collaborators at the meeting (from left to right; top to bottom): 

Dean A. Bagleyab, George H. Balazsc, Michael J. Bresetteb, Llewellyn M. Ehrhart, PhDab, Ryan Buttsd, Julia 

Horrocks, PhDe, and Theodora Pinou, PhDf. 
 

aUniversity of Central Florida; 
bInwater Research Group, Inc. 
cNOAA's Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center of the National Marine Fisheries Service, Honolulu  
dThe Sea Turtle Hospital, Marathon  
eUniversity of West  Indies 
fWestern Connecticut State University 
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Professional Development Experience 

My time at the symposium was highly productive. I participated in a grant workshop 

where I learn valuable grant-writing skills applicable across various disciplines and 

information on the process of achieving funding for marine turtle conservation.  
 

I also contributed nearly 30 hrs of volunteer work. Even though this was beyond the call 

of duty according to the volunteer coordinators, the time I spent volunteering enabled 

me to meet a variety of people who helped provide potential contacts or insights on my 

research and even possible future graduate studies.  
 

As one of the few chemists at the symposium, I felt I not only contributed to the 

distribution of knowledge on current sea turtle research, but most importantly, provided 

a much needed perspective from a chemist’s viewpoint. Furthermore, the symposium 

provided the best event to network with potential advisors in future doctoral programs 

relating to marine conservation.  

 

Triet Truong (left) and the President 

of ISTS, Raymond R. Carthy (right). 

Joe Pfaller (University 

of Florida). 

Laura Herren (Harbor Branch 

Oceanographic Institute) and Rick 

Herren (Environmental Specialist-

Indian River Lagoon). 

Below are some of the volunteer coordinators I 

worked with at the symposium. 
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Support from the GSA  

Professional Development Grant  
 

Although I was awarded the ISTS travel grant, which covers seven nights at the Baltimore 

Marriot Waterfront Hotel, additional traveling expenses (airfare, registration fees, and 

one additional night at the hotel) weren’t covered, and financial support for travel from 

my department has been exhausted this fiscal year.  
 

The GSA Professional Development Grant alleviated my financial burden by providing 

reimbursement for nearly all of my additional travel expenses.  

 

Left to Right: Simona 

Ceriani, Cheryl Sanchez, 

Triet Truong, and Chris Long. 

Inside view of the Baltimore Marriot Waterfront Hotel. 

My room mates from University of Central State Florida. 
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Thank you GSA for the much needed financial support. It is not often that a major sea turtle 

meeting is held in such close proximity to our region, so attending the symposium was an 

opportunity I couldn’t pass.  
 

Of all the research meetings I have attended over the years, the sea turtle symposium was the 

most significant and informative in terms of research and my professional development. By 

helping me travel to the symposium, GSA provided me with the opportunity to broaden my 

contacts for future graduate research and raise awareness to the study of vector organisms in 

relation to FP etiology.  
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With the aid of the Professional Development Grant from the Wright State University 

(WSU) Graduate Student Assembly (GSA), I was able to attend the 2013 Annual 

Meeting of the American Group Psychotherapy Association (AGPA).  This was my third 

and best year attending and presenting at this national conference!  The Annual 

Meeting consisted of a 2-day institute, which allows participants to take part in an 

intensive process group experience, and a 3-day conference of educational 

workshops and trainings.  

  

My attendance at AGPA this year allowed me the opportunity to participate in the 2-

day institute. Participating in the institute is an invaluable learning tool to develop the 

heightened level of self-awareness necessary to be an effective group therapy 

leader. The institute afforded me a deeply enriching experiential learning 

opportunity that led to increased personal insights, true connection to others, and 

group leadership skills that I can integrate into my own group work. 

  

At the conference, I was able to gain leadership skills, diversity awareness, and tools 

to market myself as a clinician. I attended a panel presentation on leadership, which 

has challenged me to consider assuming more leadership roles in my career.  A 

diversity workshop helped me to identify the effects of labels on selection of group 

members and the impact on the process these labels can have.  Perhaps the most 

beneficial workshop I attended taught tools for networking and marketing oneself as 

a professional, which I was able to put to immediate use at the conference itself.  
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Additionally, myself and other colleagues presented at the conference on Focused 

Brief Group Therapy (FBGT). FBGT was developed at Counseling and Wellness 

Services at WSU, where I spent two years in clinical training. I wrote the manual for 

FBGT for my dissertation, which was completed in 2012.  The workshop was well 

attended and the audience appeared excited about the information we were 

presenting.  FBGT has played a large role in my education and training and will 

undoubtedly continue to be a part of my career for years to come. 

  

Lastly, the relationships formed at AGPA, both personal and professional, are 

priceless as I start out in this field.  As I leave my student days behind and enter the 

field as a new professional, I am so thankful for the home I have found in AGPA and 

cannot be more thankful for the financial support of GSA to attend the 2013 AGPA 

Annual Meeting.   
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Research work: Alternative Presentations of  Expertise and Interest in Social Media  

 

Summary:  

Web applications are increasingly showing recommended users from social media 

along with some descriptions, an attempt to show relevancy- why they are being 

shown. For example, Twitter search for a topical keyword shows expert twitterers on the 

side for ‘whom to follow’. Google+ and Facebook also recommend users to follow or 

add to friend circle. Popular Internet newspaper-The Huffington Post shows Twitter 

experts on the side of an article for authoritative relevant tweets. The state of the art 

shows user profile bio as summary for Twitter experts, but it has issues with length 

constraints imposed by the user interface (UI) design, missing bio and sometimes funny 

profile bio. Alternatively, applications can use human generated user summary, but it will 

not scale. Therefore, we study the problem of automatic generation of informative 

expertise summary or taglines for Twitter experts in space constraint imposed by UI 

design. We propose three methods for expertise summary generation: Occupation-

Pattern based, Link-Triangulation based and User-Classification based, with the use of 

knowledge-enhanced computing approaches. This study has implications in the area of 

expert profiling, user presentation and application design for engaging user experience.  

 

More at: http://knoesis.org/library/resource.php?id=1793  

 

Social-Informatics 2012:  

The Social-Informatics 2012 conference perfectly aligned with my direction of 

interdisciplinary research on human social dynamics on the Web, covering the areas 

of Computer Science, Social Science and Psychology. It was an opportune platform 

for interacting with established researchers while presenting my own research and 

getting feedback to improve professionally and philosophically.  

 

Unfortunately, I could not go to this conference because my award was received on 

Dec. 17th, and the conference was Dec. 12 to Dec. 15th. Therefore, my co-author 

presented the work.  

http://knoesis.org/library/resource.php?id=1793
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Grant Logistics:  

I plan to use the grant for first to cover the cost of cancellation of the travel 

arrangement for the Social-Informatics 2012. And secondly, to cover the partial cost 

of my upcoming travel to conferences in the year 2013, including the 7th 

International Association for the Advancement of Artificial Intelligence Conference on 

Weblogs and Social Media, ICWSM-13, where I am participating in the team of the 

tutorial speakers on ‘Crisis Mapping, Citizen Sensing and Social Media Analytics: 

Leveraging Citizen Roles for Crisis Response’.  


